Bible Playtime with Leanne
(This is a changing document… as I write each of the stories, I’ll add them to this doc.)

Bible Playtime with Leanne #1: Creation
Designed to be used with children on a zoom call or in person

#1: Bible Playtime with Leanne: Creation
Scripture: Genesis 1
The Beginners Bible, pages 9 - 15
Theme: God made the world
Supplies:
· SCT Basket and objects (optional… you can use whatever you like to create a sacred space for the time together)
· Clay in a box
· The Beginners Bible or one of your choice

Create the Sacred Space
· God the Creator
· God the Son 
· God the Holy Spirit

God the Creator (Wonder)
What do you think I have in my box? (Show them the box and let them guess)
Before I show you, you have to shut your eyes with me… 
We are going to play a game…who can shut their eyes and keep them shut the longest.

God the Son (Story)
Did you know that for a long time… there was nothing but darkness. Nothing… 
Shut your eyes again and let’s sit and imagine what God saw… nothing! For a long time.

And then God spoke and said… “Let there be light.” And the darkness was no more… and everything came from that light.  (Make a sun…)

(Take clay out of the box)

And everything God made came out of that light…
I am going to make things and you can guess what they are:
· Make a star
· Make a tree
· Make a river
· Make a mountain
· Make a fish

And everything God made was very good!!!

Listen to our story: Read pages 9-15 (Beginners Bible)

Playtime:
 God made the world and it was good! Now I want you to pretend that you are God and in your hand is nothing… now let’s make the light … now let’s form the world.  (Play with the imaginary world … hold it, toss it from one hand to the other)

Lay your worlds down and let’s use mine… (Play with the world like a virtual ball)

Do you see how careful we are with our world… Why would we treat our world so carefully…

God has our world right now. And God is holding it and we are on it… God loves the world and God loves us!

Now pick your world back up … Where are you going to put your world?… find a place to keep it safe.

Go put your world away and come back!

(Let the share where they put their world)

Prayer time: 
Thank you God for all that you have made! (Act out each of the with the kids)
· Trees
· Birds
· Fish
· Flowers
· The stars
· The sun
· The moon
· Monkeys
· Giraffes
· And most of all… the people I love most.
Be still and imagine a picture of the people you love most running through your mind.
Now I want you to get into a tiny ball. And imagine that God is holding you in God’s hands with the same care you held your world. (Silence)
Amen.

Blessing:
Bless them … have them put their hand or forehead out and bless them through the screen.
Congratulate them for doing a great job!

Put everything away while you thank them for coming!

#2: Bible Playtime with Leanne: A Special Helper
Genesis 2: Adam and Eve are created
The Beginners Bible, pages 16-19
Theme: God made the world
Supplies:
· SCT Basket and objects (optional… you can use whatever you like to create a sacred space for the time together)
· Candle and a lighter
· The Beginners Bible or one of your choice

Create the Sacred Space
· God the Creator
· God the Son 
· God the Holy Spirit

God the Creator (Wonder)
What do you think I have in my box? (Show them the box and let them guess)
Candle and a lighter (Pretend to blow out the candle … you light it and let them pretend to blow it out.. play with them!)

God the Son (Story)
Yesterday we heard the story of creation … there was nothing but darkness. Nothing… 
Shut your eyes again and let’s sit and imagine what God saw… nothing! For a long time.

And then God spoke and said… “Let there be light.” And the darkness was no more… and everything came from that light.  And God made the world from that light (Pretend to grow a world in your hands… see yesterday’s activity)

Yesterday you made a world of your own… let’s make it again! (Spend time playing with the worlds)

Now, on our world is a special place called “The Garden of Eden.” Can you find it on your world? Point to it… 

And in that garden was the first man that God made out of clay … Let’s make the first man. (Mine making Adam out of the clay of the earth and God blowing breath into him)

And his job was to name all of the animals and have a happy life in the garden… but there was a problem… he wasn’t happy! He didn’t have a friend. He was all alone!

So when he went to sleep, God took a rib out of Adam and made a friend for him. Her name was Eve and she became his helpmate and his friend!

Do you know what helpmates and friends do for us? They make us better. And that is why I have my candle and lighter. See this candle (Hold it up)? This is great candle. It smells good. It s pretty jar. This is like Adam! He was fine. 

But when his helpmate came along, he became a better person. (Light the candle) The lighter is like Eve… she made Adam better!

(Blow out candle) 

(Hold up Candle) Now this candle is Eve.. and when Eve needed help, and Adam helped her, she became better. (Light the candle)

Our friends make us better people… that is why they are so important!

Listen to our story: Read pages 9-15 (Beginners Bible)

Play-time:
Now it is time to play! Friends like to do the same things… so we are going to play the Friendship Game. Let’s pretend that I am Adam and you are Eve. I want you to follow my movements. Ready… watch closely and do what I do. (Move your arms and hands slowly in all kinds of directions… end by making a big heart!)
 
I love playing with you, my friends! 

Prayer-time
For our prayer time, I want you to think of a friend that you are missing right now. Now make a heart on the palm of your hand and blow it… and God will take your love to your friend!
(Demonstrate and then do it with the kids…do it twice or three times if they want)

Blessing:
Bless them … have them put their hand or forehead out and bless them through the screen.
Congratulate them for doing a great job!

Put everything away while you thank them for coming!

				


#3: Bible Playtime with Leanne: The Garden and Two Trees
Genesis 2 & 3: The Garden and Two Trees
The Beginners Bible, pages 18-21
Theme: Adam and Eve did not do what was right
Supplies:
· SCT Basket and objects (optional… you can use whatever you like to create a sacred space for the time together)
· Int the wonder box: green paper and scissors
· The Beginners Bible or one of your choice

Create the Sacred Space
· God the Creator
· God the Son 
· God the Holy Spirit

God the Creator (Wonder)
What do you think I have in my box? (show them the paper and scissors)
I wonder what I am going to do with these… watch (Cut a spiral snake)
Then lift it up and show them!

God the Son (Story)
Yesterday we heard the story of creation … there was nothing but darkness. Nothing… 
Shut your eyes again and let’s sit and imagine what God saw… nothing! For a long time.

And then God spoke and said… “Let there be light.” And the darkness was no more… and everything came from that light.  And God made the world from that light (Pretend to grow a world in your hands… see day #1 activity)

Yesterday you made a world of your own… let’s make it again! (Spend time playing with the worlds)

Now, on our world is a special place called “The Garden of Eden.” Can you find it on your world? Point to it… and it that garden… can you see it?

There is a man named Adam and his special helper, Eve! Adam and Eve were so happy. They had everything they needed… food, water, the animals… they were in the perfect place. 

Now look closely at your world… do you see the garden? The people? The animals? And do you see two trees… right there in the center of the garden?

Those are two special trees: One is the tree of Life (they were allowed to eat from that tree) The other tree was the tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil and they were not allowed to eat from that tree. What do you think they did?

Listen to our story: Read pages 9-15 (Beginners Bible)

Play-time:
Now it is time to play. My hands are going to be trees… this one is the tree of life. This one is the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. I’ll hold the snake in the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Now I am going to tell you to do something … and if I hold up the tree of life…you can keep doing it. But if I hold up the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you have to stop as fast as you can!

Have them: 
Open and shut your eyes
Wave your arms
Stomp your feet
Wiggle your whole body

I love playing with you, my friends! 

God the Holy Spirit (Prayer-time)
For our prayer time, I want you to think of something you are allowed to do right now….
Now think of something you wish you could do but you can’t …
Repeat after me:
Thank you God for the things I can do. (Right hand out)
Help me to accept that there are things I can’t do.(Left hand out)
Help me to do the right things! (Prayer hands)

Blessing:
Bless them … have them put their hand or forehead out and bless them through the screen.
Congratulate them for doing a great job!

Put everything away while you thank them for coming!

#4: Bible Playtime with Leanne: Noah’s Ark (Part one)

Genesis 6-9: Noah’s Ark (Part One)
The Beginners Bible, pages 26-29
Theme: God saves Noah and Animals
Supplies:
· SCT Basket and objects (optional… you can use whatever you like to create a sacred space for the time together)
· In the wonder box: Umbrella
· The Beginners Bible or one of your choice

AS THEY Gather: Invite them to go and get a stuffed animal

Create the Sacred Space
· God the Creator
· God the Son 
· God the Holy Spirit

God the Creator (Wonder)
What do you think I have in my box? (show them the umbrella and open it and pretend you can’t see them… close it… sort of peek a boo … fun!)

God the Son (Story)
After God made the word and people… the number of people started to grow… start counting 1, 2, 3 …. (after you get to twenty) count by 5’s … (after you get to 100) count by 100’s… etc.

Well you get the point! There were lots of people!! But one thing was wrong… they were super mean. I mean SUPER mean! They fought all the time, they cheated each other, they bullied each other, they hurt each other, they hated each other!!!
Do you understand? Let me see if you understand how mean they were… let me see you make your angry voice and show me your meanest face. (Unmute them!) Oh, no…the was good but not mean enough… let me see your meanest face ever and hear you meanest voice ever… That is great! PERFECT!

Okay, now settle down and sit down while I read you the story.

Listen to our story: Read pages 26-30 (Beginners Bible)
*When you get to the part where they get to place the animals on the ark, have them look at their stuffed animals.

Play-time:
Now it is time to play. As you know it rained on Noah’s ark for 40 days and nights… it rained hard. We are going to make rainstorm today! (Show them (Muted) and then do it with them unmuted)

Have them: 
· Click their fingernails on each hand
· Rub their fingernails together
· Hit one finger of one hand on the palm of the other hand
· Same as above three fingers
· Now clap lightly
· And then yell…. It rained for forty days! And finally it began to let up…
· Clap lightly
· Three fingers
· Two fingers
· Fingernails rubbed together
· Click
· Quiet
Say: The storm was rough… but it did not last forever. And tomorrow we will hear the rest of the story.

God the Holy Spirit (Prayer-time)
For our prayer I want to make our storm again… and this time when we get quiet, I want us to thank God that storms don’t last forever. Even the storms of our life don’t last forever … the COVID 19 virus won’t last forever.

Blessing:
Bless them … have them put their hand or forehead out and bless them through the screen.
Congratulate them for doing a great job!

Put everything away while you thank them for coming!

#5: Bible Playtime with Leanne: Noah’s Ark (Part two)
Genesis 6-9: Noah’s Ark (Part two) 
The Beginners Bible, pages 31-33
Theme: Noah (and team) are safe and the rainbow is great promise
Supplies:
· SCT Basket and objects (optional… you can use whatever you like to create a sacred space for the time together)
· In the wonder box: Colorful cards (R, O, Gr, BL, and Brown)
· The Beginners Bible or one of your choice
· A stapler
· Items from your home in the following colors: R, O, G, B, purple

AS THEY Gather: Welcome them

Create the Sacred Space
· God the Creator
· God the Son 
· God the Holy Spirit

God the Creator (Wonder)
What do you think I have in my box? (Show them the cards and colors.. let them name the colors with you)

God the Son (Story)
After God made the word and people… the number of people started to grow…  count by 100’s… etc.

Do you remember from yesterday?? There were lots of people!! But one thing was wrong… they were super mean. I mean SUPER mean! They fought all the time, they cheated each other, they bullied each other, they hurt each other, they hated each other!!!
Do you understand? Let me see if you understand how mean they were… let me see you make your angry voice and show me your meanest face. (Unmute them!) Oh, no…the was good but not mean enough… let me see your meanest face ever and hear you meanest voice ever… That is great! PERFECT!

And there was huge rainstorm (Make the storm…see Noah Part 1)

Listen to our story: Read pages 31-33 (Beginners Bible)

Play-time:
Now it is time to play. We are going to have a rainbow scavenger hunt…

Have them find something:
· Red
· Orange
· Green 
· Blue
· Purple

After everyone has found their colors, help them lay them out in front of them in a rainbow.

God the Holy Spirit (Prayer-time)
For our prayer, I want you to look at the rainbow in front of you… This is Gods’ promise to always love you… and be with you! Now image a rainbow behind you… and one above you… and one below you… can you feel God’s love all around you? I hope so…let’s be still and feel God’s love all around you. You are loved!!! Amen

Blessing:
Bless them … have them put their hand or forehead out and bless them through the screen.
Congratulate them for doing a great job!

Put everything away while you thank them for coming!

#6: Bible Playtime with Leanne: The Tall Tower
Scripture: Genesis 11 
The Beginners Bible, pages 34-35
Theme: The tower of Babel, we don’t need to build a tower to reach God. God is with us!
Supplies:
· SCT Basket and objects (optional… you can use whatever you like to create a sacred space for the time together)
· Newspaper and scissors in the box
· Silly Putty
· The Beginners Bible or one of your choice

Create the Sacred Space
· God the Creator
· God the Son 
· God the Holy Spirit

God the Creator (Wonder)
What do you think I have in my box? (Show them the box and let them guess)
Show them the newspaper and scissors
Show them fun things you could do with the newspaper
· Read it
· Cut out the pictures
· Silly putty
· Make a hat
· Make a trumpet
There are soooo many thing to do with a newspaper. I am going to use it to tell you the Bible Story for today!
	
God the Son (Story)
You know that God made the world, then the world was bad, so God asked Noah to build the ark and God saved the world and started over. 

Well in todays story, the people were confused. They thought that they should build a big tall tower and get closer to God.

Listen to our story: Read pages 34-38 (Beginners Bible)

Those people tried to get closer to god than they were and God thought that was ridiculous so God scattered them… and now we know that God is with us.. and we don’t need to do anything to have God’s love!

Playtime:
(Using the newspaper and tape.. roll it up and tape the outside firm. Then pull from the center and make a very tall tower!)
These people wanted to get so close to God that everyone thought they were special… but that is weird, because no one has to do anything to be special.. you are special just the way God made you!

And you don’t have to build a tower to get closer to God… God loves you, just the way you are and God is very close.

So new. Let’s build a big tower… (Invite the children to use their fists and  stack one fist on top of the other and move them higher and higher until the imaginary tower is very tall… ) And as you build say: Those people thought they had to prove to God how special they were… but we don’t need a tower to find God. (Unbuild it by doing the opposite of the above, one fist under the other)
 
Prayer time: 
(Invite the kids to do the motions while you speak)
God, we don’t need a tower to get closer to you! (as you speak, build the tower with your fists and when you finish, make a big heart with your hands) and say: You love us just the way we are!
Amen.

Blessing:
Bless them … have them put their hand or forehead out and bless them through the screen.
Congratulate them for doing a great job!

Put everything away while you thank them for coming!

#7: Bible Playtime with Leanne: God Calls Abraham and Sarai
Scripture: Genesis 12-17
The Beginners Bible, pages 39-45
Theme: God called Abraham and Sarai and they followed God
Supplies:
· SCT Basket and objects (optional… you can use whatever you like to create a sacred space for the time together)
· Compass, map and phone in the box 
· The Beginners Bible or one of your choice

Create the Sacred Space
· God the Creator
· God the Son 
· God the Holy Spirit

God the Creator (Wonder)
What do you think I have in my box? (Show them the box and let them guess)
Show them the compass, map and GPS on phone and tell them that it guides the way of you get lost.
In our story for today, Abraham gets called by God and he and Sarai have to follow and they do not have a map or a compass… 
	
God the Son (Story)

Listen to our story: Read pages 39-45 (Beginners Bible)

Abraham and Sarai trusted and followed God… and they ended up in a beautiful place with a new home!

Playtime:
Go on a journey with Abraham and Sarai (Like the story, going on a bear hunt)
Script of the story 
We're going on a journey. We're going with God. Abe and Sarah, their not scared!!
Uh-uh!
Grass!
Long wavy grass.
We can't go over it. We can't go under it. 
Oh no!
We've got to go through it!
Swishy swashy! Swishy swashy! Swishy swashy! 
We're going on a journey. We're going with God. Abe and Sarah, their not scared!!
Uh-uh!
A river!
A deep cold river. We can't go over it. We can't go under it. 
Oh no!
We've got to go through it!
Splash splosh! Splash splosh! Splash splosh! 
We're going on a journey. We're going with God. Abe and Sarah, their not scared!!
Uh-uh!
Mud!
Thick oozy mud.
We can't go over it, We can't go under it. 
Oh no!
We've got to go through it!
Squelch squerch! Squelch squerch! Squelch squerch! 
We're going on a journey. We're going with God. Abe and Sarah, their not scared!!
Uh-uh!
A forest!
A big dark forest.
We can't go over it. We can't go under it. 
Oh no!
We've got to go through it!
Stumble trip! Stumble trip! Stumble trip! 
We're going on a journey. We're going with God. Abe and Sarah, their not scared!!
Uh-uh!
A snowstorm!
A swirling whirling snowstorm.
We can't go over it.
We can't go under it.
Oh no!
We've got to go through it!
Hooo wooo! Hooo wooo! Hooo wooo! 
We're going on a journey. We're going with God. Abe and Sarah, their not scared!!
Uh-uh!
A cave!
A narrow gloomy cave. We can't go over it.
We can't go under it. We've got to go through it! Tiptoe! Tiptoe! Tiptoe! 
We're going on a journey. We're going with God. Abe and Sarah, their not scared!!
What’s that??? It is Hebron… we’re finally Home!
Prayer time: 
For our prayer time, I want to repeat our story line one more time …
We're going on a journey. We're going with God. Abe and Sarah, they weren’t  scared!! And neither are we!!!!!
Now sit quietly and remember that God is with us wherever we go!!!

Blessing:
Bless them … have them put their hand or forehead out and bless them through the screen.
Congratulate them for doing a great job!

Put everything away while you thank them for coming!
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